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And Life's Most Important Issues by Dr. Paul Dixon, President 
our years and $35 ,000 later, 
what does a young person 
have to show for a college 
education at Cedarville? 
A degree? Probably. And far 
more, if we accomplish our 
mission in a student ' s life. 
Life's most important matters , hopefully , 
will have been brought into focus and 
internalized. 
This issue of Cedarville TORCH 
explores, broadly speaking, what are 
life 's most important issues-God, 
family, and ministry. Every trustee, 
faculty and staff member, and student at 
Cedarville must address how he or she 
will relate to them. I can tell you this: in 
chapel, classes, sports, ministries, in 
every facet of the Cedarville experience 
our students hear what God states is most 
important in life. This makes a Christian 
college education distinctive, more than 
just academics. 
How we Christians value God, family , 
and ministry will determine what we 
believe about a host of other important 
matters . 
Often the students hear me speak in 
chapel about integrity. It is one of life's 
most important character traits . We must 
be honest in all we are and in all we do. 
People of integrity are real people. They 
are genuine people. As Coca Cola says, 
"The real thing! " We don ' t need "play 
Christians" whose walk and talk are not 
in step. A watching world and our 
great God expect us to keep our word, 
to give a full day's work, and not to 
cheat on a test, our employer, our 
government, or our mate. Employers 
tell me this quality of integrity as well 
as excellent academic preparation is 
what makes Cedarville graduates so 
marketable. 
What has happened to moral purity 
today? Is this no longer important? We 
live in a nation of adultery, of homo-
sexuality, of premarital sex, and of 
abortion. The statistics on teenage 
pregnancy, college student promiscuity, 
and marriage infidelity are astounding. 
We are being destroyed as a nation, not 
by an enemy without but rather from 
within. The answer from most comers 
is "safe sex". God 's counsel is, "Be ye 
holy for I am holy. " At Cedarville we 
teach our students to be pure and to 
stay pure. 
Apparently total abstinence is out of 
style today, unimportant. At a time 
when the cry from outside the church is 
to bring a stop to the alcohol problem 
that is destroying families , wrecking 
lives and killing innocent men, women, 
and children on the highways, 
the church is trying to justify social 
drinking! God help us!! Conventional 
wisdom tells us drinking in moderation 
is harmless. God warns in Proverbs 
23 :29-32, "Who hath woe? Who hath 
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sorrow? Who hath contentions? Who hath 
babbling? Who hath wounds without 
cause? Who hath redness of eyes? They 
that tarry long at the wine; Look not thou 
upon the wine when it is red, when it 
giveth his color in the cup, when it moveth 
itself aright. At the last it biteth like a 
serpent, and stingeth like an adder." At 
Cedarville we take a strong position on 
total abstinence. No apologies. 
College years are like no others. 
There is a maturation process that is taking 
place, and the young adult is working 
through and crystallizing his or her own 
value system. We can treat a college stu-
dent one of two ways: either this is our 
last chance with a child or our first chance 
with an adult. The latter entails trust and 
challenging the student to think. We count 
it a privilege to work with young adults. 
A graduate walked into my office and 
excitedly told me the story of how she 
came to make a major decision in her life. 
As she wrestled through the problem, 
searching for a solution, she saw a com-
mercial on television in which the owner of 
the restaurant chain turned to the cameras 
and exclaimed, "Where are your values?" 
Immediately she recalled the importance 
of her value system and took her problem 
back to that test. Then she made a godly 
decision. Praise God for young people 
who know what is really important in life!• 
l 
IHAT'SIOST 
IMPORTANT 
Family? Parents? Friends? Career? Education? Wealth? Health? 
Happiness? Long life? 
• 
None of the above comes even close to the most important thing in all of 
life. Unfortunately, many people spend their entire lives in pursuit of 
career, or education, or health, or happiness, etc. And, when this earthly 
life is over, their attainment is of value, but not as significant as ... 
WHO IS LORD? 
Everyone has a lord, someone or something that rules behavior, belief, 
and life direction. Those whose lord or god is wealth live for the 
acquirement of material possessions. Those whose lord is self engage in 
a lifestyle filled with indulgences that satisfy the senses. Even education 
can be a god to some resulting in valuing knowledge for the sake of 
knowledge and the power and prestige that it brings. 
None of these false gods brings lasting satisfaction or favor with God the 
Father. 
In His list of 10 commandments He states, "I am the Lord thy 
God ... Thou shalt have no other gods before Me .. . for I the Lord thy God 
am a jealous God" (Exodus 20:2, 3, 5). 
God is. No other god really matters. But, is God YOUR Lord? 
If He is, He lovingly rules your life guiding your decisions so that they 
result in good for you and glory for Him. "And we know that all things 
work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to His purpose" (Romans 8:28). 
However, if He is not Lord of your life you may not have a personal 
relationship with Him. The following Scriptures explain how you can 
know God. 
"But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8). 
"But as many as received Him [as Savior] , to them gave He power to 
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name" 
(John 1:12). 
" Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved ... " (Acts 16:31 ). 
"There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus, who walk not after the flesh , but after the Spirit" (Romans 8: I). 
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The Life That Puts God First by Pastor John Street 
' II do anything to get my wife back!" His eyes filled 
with tears . 
I could sense the piercing agony of a young man 
crying out for help. The air in my office was heavy 
with despair. This man had been married less than 
two years. Without warning, his wife had walked 
out while he had been at work. She took with her 
their one-year-old son. Now he was reaching out to me for 
help. It was not the time for a lecture on priorities. Or was 
it? 
Living in today 's society is like wandering in a snow-
storm. People have no idea where they are going. Most have 
lost all hope of finding their way out. They have stared into 
the blizzard of moral confusion so long, they cannot see. 
My counselee is a classic case in point. Similar situations 
have been reported by other pastors and counselors simply 
because they occur often. 
The young man desired guidance to a spiritual shelter. As 
he envisioned it, coming out of the storm would mean the 
return of his wife, the restoration of his family . He was 
willing to live with this goal in mind, and he waited for my 
agreement. Some pastors long for a counselee with that type 
of willingness! 
Imagine his surprise when I told him that I disagreed. He 
sat stunned! I could tell he was thinking, "I can ' t believe the 
pastor said that! " "Are you saying God wants us to get a 
divorce?" he questioned in a broken voice. 
"No, I did not say that," I responded. 
"Are you saying it is wrong for me to want my wife and son 
back?" he quickly pursued. 
"No, I did not say that either. Your first priority is to be 
God 's kind of person. Nothing else is more important than that. 
Whether your wife comes back or not, God wants you to put 
Him first. Are you doing that in your life now?" I asked. 
He confessed, "No, I know I am not living for Him." 
I continued, "Did you make Him first in your marriage and 
your home?" 
"No," he replied, "it is clear I have never done that." 
Twenty short minutes later that desperate young man gave 
his life to the Deliverer. Pleasing Jesus Christ is now his first 
priority. 
Any attitude or statement that implies "I'll do anything in 
order to ... "suggests our desires are paramount to living life 
God 's way. Nothing, however, is more important than living 
life God 's way. Our human nature, corrupted by sin 's deceitful 
desires , seems to toss us in the wrong direction every time God 
interrupts our life with a bulldozer. We view trouble, trials, and 
tragedies as circumstances we must escape, not as crises that 
will teach us the sufficiency of God 's awesome grace 
(2 Corinthians 12:9). We become so focused upon getting life 
back to normal that we throw all caution to the wind. Thoughts 
of pleasing Him are abandoned for thoughts that are consumed 
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with relieving the pain. 
There is an obvious difference between the person who 
fails to put God first and the one who puts God first. The 
unhappy husband who would rather spend extra time on the 
job than with his wife and family is failing to put what God 
wants ahead of what he wants. The disgruntled wife who has 
resigned herself to keeping the marriage together for the chil-
dren 's sake, instead of for Christ 's sake, is failing to put God 
first. The frustrated parent who would do anything to get the 
children out of her hair believes that escape is her only 
option, rather than raising her children God 's way. The 
angry teen who wants , more than anything else, to get his 
parents off his back, thinks more of freedom than of God. 
The offended church member who has ceased his Sunday 
giving shows he gave, not as an act of worship to God, but as 
a favor. And when things did not go his way, he withdrew 
his favors. Believe it or not, all these individuals have a 
common problem. In each case there is a failure to be 
faithful to God and to what He wants. When a person stops 
living for God, he begins living for himself. 
Failure to put God first means three things. First, we care 
more about pleasing ourselves than pleasing God. This 
carries serious implications because we begin to act like 
practical atheists; we pretend to worship God but live like 
there is no God. People who think this way carry the facade 
of a righteous life, but they are really out for their own 
interests. Achan, Ananias and Sapphira are some of the more 
infamous Scriptural examples (Joshua 7, Acts 5). They were 
more interested in riches than righteousness. In each case 
God's judgment was severe and swift. 
However, there are positive examples. Jesus modeled 
how to please God and said, "I always do what pleases Him" 
(John 8:29). The Apostle Paul was not shy about stating his 
first priority when he wrote, "So we make it our goal to 
please Him." Then in the next verse he is quick to remind us 
that "we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
that each one may receive what is due him for things done 
while in the body, whether good or bad" (2 Corinthians 5:9-
10). In other words , it would be prudent for all Christians to 
make it our goal to please Him, considering we will someday 
answer to Jesus Christ face to face . 
Second, failure to put God first means we are opening our 
lives to unbiblical responses. Abandoned husbands and 
wives become so consumed with getting their mate to return 
that they are willing to do anything, including sinful things , 
just to get their spouses back or to get rid of their hurt. 
Students who fail to put God first are willing to do anything, 
including lying and cheating, in order to pass or get a good 
grade. Counselees who are open to do anything to get rid of 
their problems are not following God' s agenda, because the 
goal of Christian counseling is not to remove trials but help 
people learn to be "God 's kind of person" in the midst of 
them. That means putting God fi rst in everything. 
It may never cross our minds that it is not God 's will to 
remove those trials. This was certainly true of the Apostle 
Paul (2 Corinthians 12:8-10). In fact, the Bible is clear that 
the "blessed life" is not the one that is purged of trials, but 
the one where the believer has learned to persevere through 
trials (James 1: 12). And the blessed man, writes the psalmist, 
is like a tree that produces fruit , not in the absence of hot 
desert winds, but in the midst of them (Psalm 1). The writer 
of Hebrews tells us that hardship is not a disease to be 
relieved, but a discipline to be learned: "God is treating you 
as sons" (12:7). Consequently, hardship is an excellent test 
as to whether God is first in our lives. 
Third, failure to put God first means we leave ourselves at 
the mercy of our circumstances. People who are at the 
mercy of their circumstances are subject to more aches, more 
pain, more anger, more depression and more anxiety. When 
Cain 's sacrifice was not accepted by God, instead of offering 
an appropriate sacrifice, he became "very angry, and his face 
was downcast". Then God gave him an opportunity to change 
his ways and said, "If you do what is right, will you not be 
accepted?" (Genesis 4:7). But He also warned Cain about 
falling prey to his circumstances: "If you do not do what is 
right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but 
you must master it" (Genesis 4:7). Cain 's failure to put God 
first resulted in the murder of his brother and his personal 
demise. So Christians who wonder whether or not they are 
putting God first find out quickly when adverse circum-
stances enter their life. 
What about the people who put God first? How are they 
different? First, the people who put God first live above 
their circumstances. Even if their spouses have left them, 
they are determined to be God ' s kind of people. That means 
they will work at living for God, not just at getting their 
spouses back. Sure, they have a desire for the one they love 
to return to them, but not more than they have a desire to 
please God. That means, instead of speaking threats, manipu-
lating, or retaliating, they have entrusted themselves "to Him 
who judges justly" (I Peter 2:23). Instead of being dominated 
by worry, anxiety, fear, and jealousy, they arm themselves 
with the attitude of Christ who was willing to suffer for right-
eousness sake (1Peter4:1-2). They know "it is commendable 
if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because 
he is conscious of God" (1 Peter 2: 19). 
The Apostle Peter sums up with these words of encourage-
ment to Christians who suffer because they put God first , "So 
then, those who suffer according to God' s will should commit 
themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good" 
(1 Peter 4: 19). These Christians live above their circum-
stances because their souls are firmly and securely anchored 
in heaven with their faithful Creator (Hebrews 6:19). The 
hurricane of life may rock them about, but it will never 
dislodge them because no storm is big enough to reach to 
heaven. That is why those who put God first can be confident 
about life, even though it is fu ll of turmoil. 
Second, the people who put God first know where happi-
ness is found. This is wisdom that defies the world 's logic. 
Happiness cannot be found by seeking it, but it does come to 
those who seek first His kingdom and His righteousness 
(Matthew 6:33, cf. Mark 8:35). When we use all of our mind, 
our energy, and our resources to achieve the things of this 
world, thinking that the accumulation of these things as ends 
in themselves will bring us happiness, we, like Solomon, find 
it proves to be meaningless (Ecclesiastes 2: 11). These things 
end up taking God's place in our life. 
But the people who seek first His kingdom oppose the 
pressure to sin, and do what is right. They find rea! happiness 
in pleasing God, not pleasing men. They are the "C" students 
who resist cheating for better grades. They are the parents of 
a disobedient child, who see the child 's continual interrup-
tions as an opportunity to teach respect, rather than an incon-
venience and to sharply rebuke. They are the spurned spouses 
who give up thoughts of revenge and are determined to be 
godly, whether their mates seek forgiveness or not. Their 
happiness is not rooted in this world; it is found in pleasing 
God. 
continued on page 12 
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Fidelity To Family by Dr. Robert Parr 
ne contemporary view of the family argues that it 
exists for the benefit of society. Through a natural 
process of social change, we are told, the family is 
being relieved of its functions by educational, 
governmental, and economic institutions. It follows 
that the traditional family is no longer necessary or 
useful, but alternative family forms may serve soci-
ety 's interests more effectively. 
Scripture presents the family as God-ordained with its own 
integrity. It does not exist simply to facilitate society, nor 
does it serve to indulge the interests of individual members. 
The family components of marriage and parenthood receive 
great attention in the Bible, with their accompanying roles of 
husband, wife, parents , and children. 
What is marriage? Is it a piece of paper, a negotiable 
partnership, a sexual union? The creation account in Genesis 
describes marriage as a one-flesh union (Genesis 2:24), a rela-
tionship which involves two people so closely that all aspects 
of their lives are united. Couples share everything: ways of 
thinking, emotions, bodies , commitments, legal rights , 
parents , friends, financial resources , work, and communica-
tion. There is no privacy since one person is open to all of the 
other (Genesis 2:25). 
The Apostle Paul contends that the maintenance of the 
union must be a high priority. No other aspect of life may 
be permitted to become divisive-whether money, in-laws, 
children, leisure, time, career, or Christian ministry 
(1 Corinthians 7:32-34). 
While nourishing the marriage requires lifelong attention, 
the partner should never become an object of worship. The 
Lord is the object of one 's faith and the motivation for loving 
one ' s partner and continuing the marriage. All men and 
women are sinners, and none can inspire love and commit-
ment continually. Relying upon one ' s partner alone means 
that the relationship becomes demanding, possessive, even 
agonizing. It is not by coincidence that classic literature often 
associates such love relationships with tragedy and disaster. 
The Lord God is a jealous God Who will tolerate no rivals, 
not even a marriage partner (Exodus 20:3-5). Our fidelity to 
marriage and family is based upon-and is secondary to-our 
allegiance to Him. For that reason this series of articles in the 
Cedarville TORCH begins with God. 
Marriage was established by God before the fall , with 
built-in structure and authority. The offense that the hus-
band 's authority creates today arises from the fact that it is 
seen in terms of assertiveness , dominance, and arbitrary 
power. It is noteworthy that when the New Testament 
addresses husbands and wives separately, all instruction 
regarding headship and submission is directed to the wife and 
not to the husband (Ephesians 5:22-24; Col. 3: 18; Titus 2:5 ; 
1 Peter 3: 1-6). Any submission is to be voluntary on her part, 
and the husband is never commanded to make his wife 
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submit. She also has the responsibility to cultivate his 
headship rather than resenting it, competing against him, or 
bartering for equal rights . 
The husband is to love his wife and honor her. The love is 
to be patterned after the sacrificial , unconditional ove demon-
strated by Christ in His redemptive work (Ephesians 5:25-27). 
It is a love that is realistic , aware of the spots and wrinkles, 
resolved to the point of overcoming bitterness, and sanctifying 
so that he facilitates er growth in holiness. The godly 
husband recognizes that in ill using or ignoring his wife he 
hurts himself, for the two are one (Ephesians 5:28-29). He 
may wish his own physical body were better looking, stronger 
or healthier, but he nourishes and cherishes that body as if it 
were the best body a man ever had. The man who so nour-
ishes and cherishes his wife will give her all the motivation 
she needs to respect him and support his loving leadership. 
The responsibility of the husband to honor his wife 
(I Peter 3:7) includes treating her as a fellow-heir of God ' s 
grace. In Peter 's day it would be a unique honor for a woman 
to be a co-inheritor with a man, receiving equal possession of 
the family property. Such an extraordinary distinction would 
place her in high public esteem, beyond the recognition 
accorded almost all other women. The most valuable inheri-
tance the husband has is the grace of everlasting life, and his 
redeemed wife has received that new life in the same manner. 
The husband also honors his wife by understanding that 
she is a weaker vessel because she is a woman. Viewing this 
statement through the lens of our culture leads to the conclu-
sion that this is one of the most disrespectful and demeaning 
notions a husband can have towards his wife. A close 
examination of the biblical words, however, reveals that the 
statement in no way compliments or elevates the husband. 
Both the husband and wife are weak; she is simply the 
weaker of the two. Her greater weakness is related to the 
place of her role as a woman. In the structure of marriage she 
submits herself to a fallible head, one who will make mis-
takes. Such a subjection makes her vulnerable to her hus-
band 's flawed leadership. Life is full of these vulnerable 
submissions for both men and women, as they submit to 
governmental leaders , employers and pastors. Sinners in 
these positions of authority will make wrong and unwise deci-
sions, even against the advice and warning of the "subjects." 
Those who have submitted to that authority will then suffer 
the consequences. In marriage the vulnerability of the wife is 
greater, even though both the husband and wife are weak. 
The point of Peter' s instruction is that the husband is to be 
aware of the risk his wife assumed when she submitted herself 
to his headship. He is to live with her in such a way as to 
reflect his sensitivity to her role with its accompanying liabil-
ity. In so doing, he seeks her counsel and input for all aspects 
of family operat' on, and moves with the greatest of care if it is 
in opposition to her preferences. Thus, the husband honors his 
wife by understanding her weaker position in the marital 
union. 
Marriage is the permanent component of the family, while 
parenthood is the temporary side. At the point of marriage, an 
individual leaves father and mother to be joined to his or her 
own partner in marriage. Marriage is the necessary prerequi-
site for parenthood in the plan of God (Psalm 128:1-4). 
Marriage is to provide a secure and stable shelter in which 
children can grow. Parents become a caring team who 
provide strength for each child. Since a couple finds in 
their union the companionship, sexual fulfillment, and love 
that each seeks, their attitude towards the children is not one 
of demanding affection or gratitude, but rather giving love 
and direction in the way God parents His children 
(Hebrews 12:5-11 ). 
The presence of two parents provides the child with close, 
continual contact with both sexes. The child observes and 
respects that union in order to mature from self-centeredness 
to communal living. If the marriage is a full union, then both 
parents bring up the child. The primary responsibility of the 
chi! · s to obey and honor the parents (Ephesians 6: 1-3), so as 
the child observes parents functioning as a one-flesh unit, 
equal obedience and honor are extended to both mother and 
father. Children will often exploit "cracks" in the union , even 
contributing to the destruction of the marriage which they 
wish to remain intact. 
When addressing parents, Paul specifies the father as the 
parent who is ultimately responsible for child-rearing 
(Ephesians 6:4). This is another aspect of male headship in 
the home, but one which does not detract from the child ' s 
obedience to or respect for the mother. New Testament 
writers assumed that their readers grew up in homes where the 
father was actively involved in parenting (1 Thessalonians 
2: 11; Hebrews 12:9). 
Parents are entrusted by God with the responsibility of 
leading children into life; and as stewards, they help in the 
development of people made in God's image. The challenge 
is to raise children so that they recognize their principal 
destiny to be serving the Lord in the home, the church, and 
society. They will hear messages to the contrary, even from 
well-meaning persons who will counsel them to believe they 
are free to set their own aims and occupations in life accord-
ing to their own inclinations. 
The authority of the parents is not rooted in society, based 
upon power, or a consequence of the child ' s economic 
dependence upon adult providers. The parents' authority is 
founded in Scripture (Deuteronomy 6:6-9) , so the parents are 
not a law unto themselves but are merely teaching a set of 
standards which are independent of them and to which they 
also are subject. In the maturation process, the child is not 
moving from dependence to independence. Rather, as the 
child becomes increasingly independent of parents , he or she 
is to grow in dependence upon the Word of God. The goal of 
the parent is to bring the will of the child into subjection to 
God. 
Parents must adhere to the standards they set, while 
making it clear to their children that mom and dad also do 
things that are wrong and need correction. Then there is no 
false optimism leading parents to believe their children will 
not sin nor is there pressure to assume ultimate responsibility 
for their children 's wrongdoings. 
Corrective discipline will be a normal part of loving 
upbringing (Prover5s 3:24). The sin nature will be evident in 
the child's words and deeds from birth (Psalm. 58:3). Chil-
dren often believe that freedom comes with unrestrained self-
expression. Godly parents can demonstra e that doing what 
they want results in bondage, while submission to the author-
ity of Scripture results in true liberty (Proverbs 22: 15; 
salm 119:44-45; John 8:32,34). 
When the parents ' marriage is unsatisfactory, one or both 
may seek fulfillment in the relationship with their children. 
All too often this results in a failure to respect the children 's 
marriage. Children are to be reared to be released for mar-
riage and the establishment of their own homes, for which 
they are directly accountable to the Lord. 
Families of every generation have been faced with the 
challenges of their own cultural and personal situations. 
Currently many families are struggling to survive finan-
cially-a dilemma which stresses the fabric of family life. 
Middle-income parents find themselves faced with 
difficult financial decisions . For instance, should they have 
one wage earner and live in an area with poor schools and 
continued on page 12 
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Mind-Set For Ministry 
by Pat Warren 
hatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might" (Ecclesiastes 9:10). This verse, which I 
memorized in Sunday school as a young girl, has 
guided my thoughts on ministry to this day. 
Taken in light of Solomon's concluding admoni-
tion, "Remember now thy Creator in the days of 
thy youth" (Ecclesiastes 12:1), my verse becomes 
more than practical human wisdom. It reminds me of the 
motto, "Only one life, t'will soon be past; Only what 's done 
for Christ will last" and becomes a powerful motivator to con-
sider all of life a ministry. 
Before God asked Moses, "What is that in thine hand?" 
(Exodus 4:2) , He reminded him at the burning bush, "I am that 
I am" (Exodus 3:14). Moses needed to remember 
Who God was. Paul, likewise, reminds us of God and His 
mercies when he appeals to us, "I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies" 
(Romans 12: 1). Motivation for ministry comes from remem-
bering God and His mercies to us. I breathe in mercy; I 
breathe out ministry. Ministry, first and foremost, should be 
an automatic reaction to the grace of God in my life. 
Direction for ministry begins with Solomon's wise advice, 
"Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might. " 
When God called Moses into ministry to use his shepherding 
skills to lead His people out of Egypt, Moses didn't think he 
could serve the Lord. He had already tried and failed years 
before. But God simply asked, "What is in thy hand?" 
Similarly, we Christians must ask ourselves, "What is in our 
hands?" 
What opportunities for ministry are there at our churches? 
Is there a need for VBS workers? Teachers or helpers in the 
Sunday school or children 's programs? Are there calls that 
need to be made? Are there missionaries we could write? Is 
there a need for someone to linger after church and be 
friendly? Is there someone who is sick, alone, or hurting? 
Would a telephone call, cheery note, or freshly baked pie be 
an encouragement? Is there a young person struggling with 
his grades? Is there a widow whose home needs some 
attention? 
What is in our hands? What do we know how to do? Who 
needs that service? What appears to be a simple deed can 
often provide the solutions to someone 's not-so-simple need. 
What is in our hands? Do we have children at home? 
Are we still rocking babies, picking up toys , or holding tiny 
hands? Praise the Lord! Are other mothers in the neighbor-
hood doing the same? Maybe they would bring their 
preschoolers to our home one hour a week and allow us to 
teach them a Bible story. It can be simple. Children don ' t 
expect treats unless we start them. They love the stories and 
the attention. We can invite the mothers to listen as we 
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present the lesson. If our own hands are busy with small 
children, it is very likely that God may want us to minister to 
small children-our own and perhaps a few others. 
What is in our hands? As the children grow, our ministry 
may change. Are our children in school? We can try hosting 
or teaching an after-school Bible Club. Is there a PTA that 
needs help? We can encourage our children 's schoolteachers. 
Would our presence at school functions show that we care? 
We can attend. Would our presence even provide an opportu-
nity to be a witness or extend the grace of God to someone 
else who has a need? We should attend prayerfully. 
Are our children teenagers? They no longer want us to 
hold their hands , yet they seem to have some inner longing for 
our hands to be involved in the interests they have. Are they 
dribbling basketballs, fumbling footballs, or tooting trumpets? 
These are not the years they may ask for our presence, but 
somehow we find that they appreciate it anyway. 
What is in our hands? Wives, husbands , children, 
fathers, servants, "Whatsoever ye do, do it ... " (Colossians 
3:23). But do it "as to the Lord," says Paul. Whether it is 
ministry or not depends on whom we are trying to please. If 
our eyes are on the Lord, He somehow takes what is in our 
hand and provides refreshment and ministry for others around 
us. 
By this time, we may be throwing up our hands, saying, 
"Wait a minute! I just can ' t do everything that needs to be 
done. " Once the Lord opens our eyes to possibilities for 
ministry , we will see fields "white unto harvest." Where do 
we begin? How do we know what to do first? How can we 
meet so many needs and maintain our sense of joy? The 
answer is once again in the hands. Two hands are limited; 
they hold only so much. But that is why God put us in "the 
body," placing different gifts in the collective hands of many 
individuals. Working together, doing our small part, we can 
accomplish the overall job that God wants done. 
Certainly, our own hands cannot do everything, but our 
hands can be full-fully committed to do whatever God wants 
to do through them. We start by using what is in our hands 
already. If there is room to add more, we add as He enables, 
praying for wisdom and perspective lest we be "weary in well 
doing" (Galatians 6:9). We pray for wisdom to do the right 
amount with a proper attitude for doing it. 
Our key verse also offers a clue as to how much our hands 
can hold: "Whatever your hands find to do, do it with thy 
might. " Different tasks require different amounts of energy 
and enthusiasm. One job done thoroughly, thoughtfully, and 
prayerfully may be all we should handle. Many jobs include 
peripheral ministries as spin-offs from the primary task. If 
we're alert to discover these built-in extras and are willing to 
devote time and energy to do them, we will accomplish many 
smaller tasks along the way. Occasionally, a few less demand-
ing jobs may be done simultaneously and still allow us to give 
each of them equal care, planning, and commitment. 
However, if we can ' t do something "heartily" to the Lord 
(Colossians 3:23), then our hands are too full. 
Remember Mary, in whose hands the heavenly Father 
placed His own Son. When she first heard about her responsi-
bility, she responded, "Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it 
unto me according to Thy Word" (Luke 1:38). Mary submit-
ted herself as a servant girl and made herself available. She 
was content with the ministry God gave her. 
Only one person in history received the privileged assign-
ment of being mother to Jesus. Our tasks may be less auspi-
cious. We may need to be content vacuuming and dusting 
when we would rather be teaching a Bible club or Sunday 
school class. We may need to be content singing in the choir 
when we wish we had the ability to sing solos. God uses His 
Word to stir up our desire for ministry, and then He uses 
circumstances, spouses, children, and even church leaders to 
encourage or limit the kind of ministry we may be doing. 
What if we are asked, like Moses, to teach or do some job 
we really don ' t think we can do? We can check our time. Can 
we arrange to be available? But we must also check our faith . 
Sometimes we have to trust other people 's assessment of our 
abilities, do our best, and leave the results with the Lord. But 
with a servant 's attitude like Mary 's, submission to our Lord' s 
will can make any activity a ministry. 
I remember one summer of camp ministries. We had just 
finished three weeks of camp and were preparing for our 
fourth . We listened to the director as he counseled his staff 
that we must be servants. I was tired. My heart rebelled, "I 
don 't want to be a servant. I want to be served this week." I, 
the speaker' s wife , had a lesson to learn. Thankfully the 
theme song, "Make Me A Servant," and the Holy Spirit began 
immediately to work in my heart. 
In the final sense, who is our best example? Is it not our 
Savior Who "came not to be ministered unto, but to minister" 
(Mark 10:45)? And did not Paul enjoin us, "Let this mind be 
in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who ... made Himself 
of no reputation , and took upon Him the form of a servant" 
(Philippians 2:5-7)? And what did Christ's own townsfolk 
testify of Him? "From whence hath this man these things? 
and what wisdom is this which is given unto Him, that even 
such mighty works are wrought by His hands?" (Mark 6:2). 
Now the Lord admonishes us, "Whatsoever thy hand finds 
to do, do it with thy might." • 
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by Ron Coriell 
hen I was a boy in inner city Chicago, I played 
many a pickup baseball game in a favorite city 
park. From various neighborhoods my friends 
would gather at the battered, in-need-of-paint 
backstop, and we would "choose up" teams. 
Who got to choose first was determined by a 
ritual that I think must be universal from the 
New York Bronx to the sand lots of Los Angeles. They 
probably do it in the parks in Japan, too. 
One leader in the group would produce a bat, tum it 
upside down and grab it about half way up with his hand. 
Then the captain of the other team circled the bat with his 
hand just above the first boy 's. Towards the end of the bat 
they alternated handholds until at last there was no room for 
a full hand. If you agreed ahead of time, one captain could 
win the contest by applying the last hold with his thumb and 
forefinger. 
The purpose to this ritual was to determine who would be 
able to choose first the most valued player, a coveted advan-
tage if your friends were a mixture of athletic talent. 
I always wanted to be a chooser instead of a choosee. 
That way I controlled my baseball destiny, for that day at 
least. 
Life is like picking your players in the sense that we get 
to make choices that determine our destiny. God lets us win 
at the ritual of the bat. He lets us choose the things we 
value, and we live with the results. 
In this issue of Cedarville TORCH the authors have 
directed our attention to three tremendous values: God, 
family , and ministry. If you haven ' t noticed already, 
numbers appear in the layouts to suggest the order of these 
priorities as the editors think it should be. But, it is our 
choice whether we choose these or other values and in what 
order. 
So what 's my point? Just this. God gives us the choice to 
value what we want to value. 
So? 
What we choose to value makes all the difference in the 
world in our life direction and ultimate rewards or conse-
quences. Let me elaborate. 
Who or what will be first in our lives? God says to us, 
"YOU CHOOSE." 
The Bible records a time when Joshua laid out a choice for 
the children of Israel , "Now therefore fear the Lord, and serve 
Him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods which 
your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in 
Egypt; and serve ye the Lord. And if it seem evil unto you to 
serve the Lord, choose you this day whom ye will serve" 
(Joshua 24:14,15). 
Israel's history is marked by the blessing it received when it 
valued God above all else and the curse it suffered when it 
chose otherwise. 
Making God first in our lives translates into actions. If God 
is first , we will understand that He is King and we are His 
servants. What He says goes , no matter what. This certainly 
affects a host of choices we make, like where we live, what 
church we attend, what career we pursue, wfiom we marry, 
what we read and don ' t read, what we look at and refuse to 
gaze upon, how we steward our bodies, what we give to the 
church and to charities, how we raise our kids, who our 
friends are, what clothes we wear, what music we listen to, 
etc. 
In other words, if we choose to make God most important in 
our lives , He is then our Lord. "Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul , and with 
all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment" 
(Matthew 22:37,38). The choices we make confirm or deny 
the reality of whether He is truly first or not. 
What is the result of choosing God as my highest value? 
First, we receive eternal life as we choose Jesus Christ as our 
personal Savior. Second, we gain His favor, blessing, and 
assistance as we choose what pleases Him. 
What should be the second highest value in our lives? God 
says, "YOU CHOOSE." 
I agree with Dr. Parr; it has to be family. It 's one of the only 
things we can take to heaven with us. The house can ' t go, 
neither can the car, nor the clothes. Our career path or 
As we choose to value our children highly and raise them 
after God's ways, we must be proactive. As parents we must 
stay as close to the Lord as we can so that He is not hindered 
in guiding us as we train our kids. My wife, Rebekah, and I 
read the Bible on a regular basis and memorize portions of it 
with our girls, Jennifer, Jessica, and Johanna. We pray as a 
family and point out the specific answers when they come, 
giving credit to God. We are faithful to church where we 
expose the children to the best preaching and teaching of the 
Word of God we can find. And we find ways we can minister 
to others with our family so that we do not become self-
centered. We also appropriately shelter our children from the 
world ' s wicked lures until such time as they are discerning 
and able to judge for themselves right and wrong and make 
wise decisions. 
Solomon details the rewards of valuing our children in 
Proverbs 23:24,25 , "The father of the righteous shall greatly 
rejoice: and he that begetteth a wise child shall have joy of 
him. Thy father and thy mother shall be glad, and she that 
bare thee shall rejoice." 
What should be the third highest value in our lives? God 
says, "YOU CHOOSE." 
I say it has to be ministry, and I appreciate Pat Warren who 
highlighted this challenge. Remember, I said family is one of 
the things we can take to heaven. We also can take with us the 
souls of those we have won to Christ and our record of earthly 
service which will earn us heavenly rewards. 
As my family and I choose to minister to others, we eagerly 
look for opportunities. As I drive to church I will remind my 
girls to look for ways God can speak to others through us. 
Maybe this will be accomplished through a word of encour-
agement, gratefulness, or even admonition. Perhaps the Lord 
will direct one of us to a lonely person who will be warmed 
by a smile and listening ear. Opportunities for us outside of 
the church context have included ministry at an inner city 
What we choose to value makes all the difference in the world 
in our life direction and ultimate rewards or consequences. 
position at church will mean little in eternity because the 
worth of these things will be based on criteria other than just 
the possession of them. If my loved ones come to know the 
Lord, they will be in heaven with me. 
The primary person in my family that I must value is my 
wife. "So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. 
He that loveth his wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet 
hated his own flesh; but cherisheth it, even as the Lord the 
church" (Ephesians 5:28 , 29). 
As I choose to cherish my wife I am compelled to action. I 
date her. Yep, still do , after 21 years of marriage. We go out 
to dinner, I buy her flowers , I bring her little presents. I tell 
her I love her-often. I kiss her, even in front of the kids . 
Moreover, I listen to her and give worth to her counsel and 
cautions. I open her car door, help her lift heavy objects, and 
willingly eat her experiments in the kitchen. In fact , I still 
write her love letters and stick them under her pillow. And 
more .... 
What is the result of valuing our spouses so highly? She or 
he responds positively to our love, and we successfully meet 
the challenges of this life as a team. 
Read the stories of some of the greatest preachers in history 
and weep. They attempted to win the world for Christ and lost 
their children. How tragic. 
mission, turning babysitting into Bible school, and training our 
children to recite Scripture with dramatizing motions. Our girls 
recently did this before 10,000 people at a convention! After-
wards many told of being encouraged to start memorizing Bible 
portions with their children. What an opportunity for ministry 
our three girls had! 
Jesus said, " ... whosoever will be great among you, let him be 
your minister; And whosoever will be chief among you, let him 
be your servant" (Matthew 20:26, 27). 
The most important result of a life of ministry to others is 
glory to God. He in tum rewards us in this life and in eternity. 
God first, family second, ministry third. And these are only 
some of the many important things that God desires for us to 
value. With all of them, God says, "YOU CHOOSE." 
What we choose is what we value. What we value is what we 
will choose. 
What ARE the most important things in the world to YOU? • 
---------------------------------------
continued from page 5 
Third, the people who put God first have great vision for 
God. They see God everywhere and in every circumstance. 
Under house arrest the Apostle Paul wrote from Rome and 
referred to the chains that bound his feet, hands and neck as 
the "necklace" or "jewelry" of an ambassador for Christ 
(Ephesians 6:20). He saw Christ in his chains. And he 
proudly wore them as one would a necklace or fine piece of 
jewelry. Can we see God in our trials like that? 
Peter states, "Do not be surprised at the painful trial you 
are suffering, as though something strange were happening to 
you. But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of 
Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when His glory is 
revealed" (1Peter4:12-13). Those who put God first can see 
God in their trials. They know His grand plan of the ages is 
being worked out through them. 
Two days before my father passed away, I was standing by 
his bedside when he asked me to preach his funeral. He was 
dying of a rapid form of leukemia. For 32 years I had 
watched him energetically pastor five small churches, but 
now he appeared extremely weak and frail. His spirit was 
strong, however. And he had not lost a bit of his keen 
perception; he could tell that I was having difficulty accepting 
the idea of his death. Through blurred eyes I watched him as 
he quoted to me words I will never forget, words that Job had 
originally spoken to his foolish wife, "Shall we accept good 
from God, and not trouble?" (Job 2: 10). Those words burned 
themselves into my mind. The correct answer is "No! " But 
the point is , are we going to follow God only through good 
times? Or will we follow Hirn through the tough times , too? 
My father could see God where I could not see Hirn. God 
was at work even in his leukemia and in his death. 
The people who put God first have great vision of God in 
their lives. They see God at work everywhere. And they 
know "that in all things God works for the good of those who 
love Him, who have been called according to His purpose" 
(Romans 8:28). 
The young man I referred to who made Christ first in his 
life began to evidence substantial changes. His wife returned 
for a brief visit and said, "Things have really changed for the 
better. I should have left home sooner." She missed the 
point. Even though he still dearly loved her, he said to her, "I 
have not changed to get you back. I have changed because 
that is what God wants me to do, whether you come back or 
not." Then she realized the changes were serious. 
Two weeks later, on the very day the pretrial for divorce 
was scheduled, she also gave her life to Christ. She returned 
to her husband. They dedicated their baby to the Lord the 
next Sunday and were baptized a few weeks later. You will 
not find a couple happier in the Lord. If you ask them today 
what they are living for, you had better be ready for an hour 
lecture on making God first in your life. • 
continued from page 7 
high crime, or become a dual wage-earner household in order to 
purchase a home in an area with good schools and low crime. 
Employment of the wife outside the home naturally diverts time 
and attention away from the children. The pursuit of buying the 
ideal home and the coveting engendered by the media can 
dominate the marriage in ways that do great harm. 
Small families and high incomes have become the norm for 
the American family which, at the same time, is the most affluent 
household on earth. It is curious that the world 's most well-to-do 
families appear to be living under such financial oppression. One 
cannot help but wonder if this is self-imposed. 
If society is permitted to determine the alternatives from 
which the family must choose, then scriptural guidelines can 
become lost in the decision-making process. The obstacles faced 
by the Christian family should not be amplified to the extent of 
being bigger than the God it claims to serve. 
Biblical norms for the family are not servant to the circum-
stances pressed on families by the culture. Commitment to godly 
marriage and the family is becoming one of the most effective 
ways to declare the gospel of God 's grace to neighbors, 
co-workers, and classmates whose families are collapsing and 
who have nowhere else to turn for help. 
Those who believe the biblical family is no longer necessary 
and useful contribute to the destruction of society. Those who 
practice biblical family values may be the only hope against its 
eventual collapse. • 
TOUR 
March 9-20, 1992 ECE 
C edarville friends and alumni are invited to join 
Drs. Robert Grornacki and Martin Clark for an unfor-
gettable journey to the lands of the Bible. 
Scores of people have testified that their Bible study and 
devotional lives have been transformed by participating in 
Cedarville 's tours to Israel. The Bible stories you have 
known for years will come alive. Dr. Grornacki , chair of 
Cedarville's Biblical Education Department, will provide 
inspirational insights as you visit the locations where these 
events actually occurred. 
Your tour will encompass all the major sites in Israel plus 
several not normally included in other tours. You will also 
experience Athens , Corinth, and a Greek island cruise. 
For further information, please contact: 
Dr. Martin E. Clark, Cedarville College, P.O. Box 601 , 
Cedarville, OH 45314-0601, 513-766-2211 
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CAMPUS NEWS 
Coriell To Become 
Chaplain at GRACO 
R onald J. Coriell has been Director of Public Relations at 
Cedarville College and managing editor of the Cedarville 
TORCH for 12 years . He has brought professionalism and 
devotion to his tasks that have resulted in significant recognition 
for the College, innumerable people blessed and challenged 
through the TORCH, and several national awards for design 
excellence. 
With the publication of this issue, Ron leaves Cedarville 
College to become chaplain to the GRACO Corporation in 
Elverson, Pennsylvania. He has served the Lord and the College 
with distinction and creativity, and we trust God 's best will be 
his experience in all future endeavors. 
Martin Clark, editor 
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New Engineering/Nursing Center 
On Schedule 
S cheduled for completion in the summer of 1992, the 
Engineering/Nursing Center is under construction and on 
schedule. The $7 million facility includes $800,000 for 
necessary changes in the current Science Center. The new 
three-floor, 68 ,000 square-foot laboratory, classroom, and 
office building is being erected adjacent and connected to the 
current 27 ,000 square-foot Science Center, giving Cedarville 
students one of the largest and best equipped facilities of its 
kind among comparable colleges. 
I 
CAMPUS NEWS 
Scholar-Athletes 
Mark Murdoch 
(left) and Diane 
Rank with 
Dr. Donald Callan 
(center). 
Rank and 
Murdoch 
Top Scholar-
Ath letes 
S cholar-athletes Diane Rank and Mark Murdoch 
received the June F. Kearney Award and the new Donald 
E. Callan Award respectively. Rank, a senior Business 
Communications Technology major, is a basketball and 
softball standout and carries a 3.84 grade point average. 
The women ' s award is given in the name of Dr. June 
Kearney who taught and coached for 20 years at 
Cedarville. She is presently an assistant women's 
basketball coach at Cal State-Fullerton. 
Murdoch, a 1991 Preseminary Bible graduate, main-
tained a perfect 4.0 grade point average and holds numer-
ous honors for his tennis. The men's award honors 
athletic director and coach Donald E. Callan who for 
over 30 years has directed the Yellow Jacket athletic 
program. 
CDR Radio To 
Reach Five-
County Area 
C DR Radio, the Cedarville College FM station, will 
serve a five-county area in south-central Ohio as a result 
of a scheduled power increase for one of its affiliate 
translator stations. CDR's Chillicothe facility will 
increase from the present 10-watt capacity to 2,000 watts 
within the next year. 
The station provides a balance of Bible teaching 
programs, information services, and sacred music to 
listeners in Dayton/Springfield, Chillicothe, Portsmouth, 
Wheelersburg, and Washington Court House, Ohio; and 
Richmond, Indiana. CDR Radio will also begin a new 
translator station in Columbus within the next year. 
Dr. Estes Receives 
Sears Award 
D r. Daniel J. Estes, associate professor of Bible, received a 
1991 Sears-Roebuck Foundation Teaching Excellence and 
Campus Leadership Award. He is one of nearly 700 faculty 
members recognized nationally each year by The Sears-
Roebuck Foundation for resourcefulness and leadership as an 
independent college educator. Dr. Estes received $1 ,000 and 
the College, $1 ,500 for faculty development. 
Dr. Estes has been involved in two major curriculum devel-
opment projects. He was instrumental in revising the biblical 
studies portion of the general education curriculum, and he 
presently chairs the General Education Task Team which is 
reviewing and evaluating the liberal arts core curriculum of 
the College. A Cedarville graduate, he holds the Th.M. degree 
from Dallas Theological Seminary and the Ph.D. from 
Cambridge University in England. 
Professor Baker 
Completes 
Doctorate 
Professor J. Wesley Baker, associate professor of broadcast-
ing, recently completed studies for the Ph.D. degree at The 
Ohio State University. He has been a member of the Depart-
ment of Communication Arts since 1977. 
An experienced radio newscaster, Dr. Baker also is recog-
nized for his innovative work with interactive video. He 
received the 1990 Sears-Roebuck Foundation Teaching 
Excellence and Campus Leadership A ward. 
----~----~----~----~---
Forensics Team 
Wins National 
Division 
From left, Professor David Robey, advisor, Mark Vroegop, Jodi 
Culp, and Jeff Joiner display awards from national competition. 
A fter winning Ohio's state forensics championship for the 
second consecutive year, the Cedarville College team went on 
to capture first place in Division III of the National Forensics 
Association national tournament at Marshall University 
(W.Va.) during spring quarter. Students from over 80 
colleges and universities across the country competed in 
Division III. 
Individual honors went to junior Jodi Culp, senior Jeff 
Joiner, and sophomore Mark Vroegop. Culp became 
Cedarville ' s first national finalist when she placed fifth in 
rhetorical criticism. Joiner, a semi-finalist in informative 
speaking, was also a quarter-finalist in persuasive speaking, 
as was Vroegop in extemporaneous speaking. 
New Professors 
Join Faculty 
C edarville College welcomes 16 new faculty members 
fall quarter. They are Charles Allport, department chair 
and associate professor of mechanical engineering; 
Dr. W. Philip Bassett, assistant professor of education; 
Dr. John M. Cassidy, associate professor of finance; 
Dr. Robert Chasnov, associate professor of mechanical 
engineering; Lisa Davidson, instructor of English; 
Dr. Cheryl Fawcett, assistant professor of Christian educa-
tion; Keith Francis, assistant professor of electrical 
engineering; Kathleen Freese, assistant professor of 
physical education; Dr. Chi-en Hwang, assistant professor 
of psychology; Ruth Martin, reference librarian and 
assistant professor of library science; Chris A. Miller, 
assistant professor of Bible; Betty Orme, assistant professor 
of office technology; Jonathan Purple, associate dean-
campus life; Carl Ruby, associate dean-special program-
ming; Jack Simons, assistant professor of English; and 
John Whitmore, instructor of geology. 
TORCH 
Wins Award 
T he Winter 1991 issue of Cedarville TORCH maga-
zine received honorable mention in the 1991 School and 
College Publications Contest sponsored by the National 
School Public Relations Association. The issue, entitled 
"Suffering and God's Sufficiency," was entered in the 
Four Year College-Special Purpose Publication cate-
gory. The Public Relations Department produces 
Cedarville TORCH. 
ITINERARIES 
Dr. Paul Dixon, President 
Chicago, 111.-Asbum Baptist Church, September 1 
Gallipolis, Oh.-First Baptist Church, September 8 
Indian Mills, N.J.-Shawnee Baptist Church, 
October 4-6 
Santa Clara, Cal.-ACSI Convention, October 10-11 
Cedarville, Oh.-State of the College Address, 
October 18 
Traverse City, Mich.-Michigan Association of 
Regular Baptist Churches, October 28-29 
Milwaukee, Wis.-Garfield A venue Baptist Church, 
November 3 
Moreno, Cal.-Victory Ranch, November 9 
Hemet, Cal.-First Baptist Church, November 10-13 
Toledo, Oh.-Bethel Baptist Church, November 24 
Dr. James T. Jeremiah, Chancellor 
Schroon Lake, N.Y.-Word of Life, September 9-13; 
September 16-20 
Indianapolis, lnd.-Gateway Baptist Church, 
October 13 
Indianapolis, lnd.-Pastors Meeting, October 14 
COLLEGE 
TH I ~I 
At Cedarville your son or daughter will receive a rigorous, 
recognized collegiate education combined with the opportu-
nity to develop an enthusiastic, growing Christian faith. 
• 
Period. This is the balance that is distinctly Cedarville. For 
your child? It can be. Consider our truly comprehensive 
program. Need training for an up-and-coming pastor, musician, missionary, 
engineer, ecologist? It's all here at Cedarville. The faculty? They 're tough, but 
caring. Your student will be motivated to become his or her best under this 
premier group of professionally qualified, committed Christians. Facilities? No 
shortcuts. Your child will actually enjoy doing homework in the Centennial 
Library, one of the finest of its kind in America. And wait until you see plans for 
the new engineering/nursing building due in 1992. No wonder major corpora-
tions recruit here annually. They know where to look for competent, productive, 
ethical employees. The point is ... God may want your son or daughter at 
Cedarville College. 
For free literature call 
Cedarville College 
P.O. Box 601 
Cedarville, OH 45314 
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